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Policy

DISORDER AND DEMONSTRATIONS

The Little Silver Board of Education has the authority to preserve order to ensure the proper functioning of
the educational program. Disruptive protests, walkouts, and demonstrations shall be forbidden in the
schools. The staff shall make all reasonable attempts to preserve order and maintain the regular educational
processes.

Students shall not be disturbed in the exercise of their constitutionally guaranteed rights to assemble
peaceably and to express ideas and opinions, privately or publicly, provided that such exercise does not
infringe on the rights of others and does not interfere with the operation of the schools.

Any disturbance by students that interferes with the normal course of school activities shall be met with
disciplinary action commensurate with the gravity of the disturbance and in accordance with board policy
5131 Conduct and Discipline.

Campus disturbances that interfere with the educational processes shall be reported to the principal and
superintendent, immediately. The principal shall make a reasonable attempt to resolve the problem. This
may include:

A. Conferring with individual students speaking on behalf of the assembly;

B. Seeking assistance from other appropriate school personnel;

C. Negotiation and arbitration.

The superintendent or designee shall give support, guidance, direction and assistance to each building in
order to protect the safety of students and staff members and to prevent destruction of public property in the
event of a campus disorder.

If attempts by the principal to resolve the problem fail and the disturbance continues, the superintendent
may declare school closed for the day in accordance with board policy 6114 Emergency and Disaster
Preparedness. The superintendent, or his or her designee, shall ensure that students have safely exited the
campus by means of approved transportation and that no additional students are scheduled to arrive.

If the disturbance jeopardizes the safety or welfare of students, staff, the community or school property, the
local police shall be alerted. The school shall remain closed, and secured until the police verify that the
disorder has dissipated, the violators have been subdued and safety has been restored.

The superintendent shall report the occurrence and disposition of each instance of student
disorder/disturbance to the board.
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